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T O 

Martin Folkes, Efq-, 

Vice-Prefidcnt of the Royal Society. 

Honoured Sir, 

I Shall nor, I prefume, need any other Apo- 
logy for prefixing your Name to this Thirty 
Fourth Volume of Philofophical Tranjaftiom, when 
i declare, that the Motive of my doing fo was 
the fame, which induc'd the greateft Man that e- 
ver liv'd, to fingle you out to fill his Chair, and 
to prefide in the Affemblies of the Royal Society, 
when the frequent Returns of his Indifpoiition 
would no longer permit him to attend them 
with his ufual Afliduity. 

This Motive, Sir, we all know, was your un- 
common Love to,and your lingular Attainments 
in thofe noble and manly Sciences, to which the 
Glory of Sir Jjaac Newton, and the Reputation of 
the Royal Society is fo'ely and entirely owing. 

That Great Man was feniible, that fome- 
thing more than knowing the Name, the Shape 
and obvious Qualities of an Infe£t, a Pebble, 
a Plant, or a Shell, was requifite to form a 
Philofopher, even of the loweft rank, much 
more to qualifie one to fit at the Head of fo 
great and learned a Body. We all of us re- 
member that Saying fo frequently in his Mouth, 
That Natural Hiflory might indeed furnijh Mate- 
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rials for Natural Pbilofophy j but, however, Natu- 
ral Hiflory was not Natural Philofopky ; and it 
was eafy for all his Friends to fee, with what 
intent he fo often us'd this remarkable Exprefli* 
on. We knew his Love to the Royal Society, 
and his Fears for it. It was not that he defpis'd 
fo ufeful a Branch of Learning as Natural Hiflo* 
ry\ he was too wife to do fo : But ftill he judg'd 
that this humble Handmaid to Philofophy, tho» 
me might be well employM in amaffing Imple- 
ments and Materials for the Service of her Mi- 
ftrcfs, yet muft very much forget her felf, and 
the Meannefs of her Station, if ever me mould 
prefumc to claim the Throne, and arrogate to 
her felf the Title of the Queen of Sciences, 

Thefe, Sir, were the Sentiments of that Illuf- 
trions PhiIofopher,and his Authority alone would 
weigh a great deal with you, if the Solidity of 
your own Judgment did not convince you of the 
Truth of them. But I (hall not offer here to draw 
your Character : It is fufficient to fay, that Mr. 
Folh.es was Sir Ifaac Nexvtonh Friend. However, 
while I avoid being troublefome to your Modefty, 
I beg leave to indulge my own Vanity thus far, 
to endeavour by this publick Application to 
perpetuate the Memory of that fincere and con- 
stant Friendfhip, which has now fo many Years 
fubfifted between you and me, who am,with the 
higheft Efteem and Refpe£t, Sir, 

Tour moft Obliged and moji Faithful Servant, 

J. JU R1N, R t S,Secr. 
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V. Observations upon the Dijfeflion of an Oftrich, 
communicated in a Letter to the Publifher, by the 
Ingenious Mr. George Warren, Surgeon in Cam- 
bridge. 

VI. An Account of a Per/on kiltdby Lightning at War- 
cefter, communicated in a Letter to the Pullifker, by 
R. Beard, M.D. R.S.S. 

VII. An Account of the Strata met with in digging for 
Marie, and of Horns found under Ground in Ireland ; 
in a Letter from Mr. James Kelly to the Right 
Honourable Edward Southwell, Efiji 



I. The 



Numb. 39J. 

PHILOSOPHICAL 

TRANSACTIO NS 

For the Months of Auguft^ September and Qffober, 1726. 

The CONTENTS. 
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prefented to the Royal Society, b the Company of 
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II. Am Account of at* Aurora Borealis feen in Ireland 
in September 17x5; in a Letter from Arthur Dobbs, 
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0»-, an Account of fome Statical Experiments on the 
S;ip in Vegetables ; being an Eiiay towards a natural 
Hatory of Vegetation. Alfo. a Specimen of an At- 
tempt to Anahfe the Air, by a great Variety of 
Chymico-Statical Experiments ; which were read 
at feveral Meetings before the Royal Society, &c. 
By Stephen Hales, B. D. F R.S. Rector of Farring- 
don, Hampshire, and Hinifier of Tcddington, Mtd- 
dlefex. The Account by the Rev. John Theoph. 
Defaguliers, L L. D. R. s. S. 
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